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APOLOGIES  
 

Nick Churchill 
Eddie Johnson 
 

Shona Johnson 
 

46. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENT  

 
A minute’s silence was held in memory of Councillor Guy Mitchinson, the 
former Harlow and Essex County Councillor who sadly passed away 
recently.  Councillors Simon Carter and Tony Durcan paid tribute to Mr 
Mitchinson who last served as a Harlow Councillor representing the Staple 
Tye Ward from 2010 to 2014.  
 
 

47. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
Apologies received from Councillors Nick Churchill, Eddie Johnson and 
Shona Johnson. 
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48. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
Councillors Karen Clempner and Tony Durcan declared a non-pecuniary 
interest in agenda item 8b (Consultation Process on Draft Local Plan) as 
Essex Council Councillors. 
 
 

49. MINUTES  

 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 3 November 2016 
are agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
With reference to minute item 41a, Housing and Planning Act 2016, 
the Chief Executive, read the Council’s response letter from the 
Minister of State for Housing and Planning, Gavin Barwell MP. 
 
RESOLVED that the response letter be noted. 

 
 

50. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  

 
The Chair advised that she had attended a number of events since her last 
Council meeting including The Maybury Open Door Food Distribution Centre 
and the opening of the new six screen cinema in the Town Centre.  The 
Chair also reported that the High Sherriff’s visit was both well organised and 
well attended. 
 
 

51. PETITIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
None. 
 
 

52. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  

 
The questions together with the answers are appended to these minutes. 
 
 

53. QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS  

 
None. 
 
 

54. MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 
 

a) Conditions of Roads in Resident's Estates 
 
Proposed by Councillor Mark Ingall, seconded by Councillor Mike Danvers it 
was moved that: 



This Council notes with alarm the poor and worsening condition of 
roads and road surfaces in residential estates in Harlow and the wait 
of years for Essex County Council to implement necessary traffic 
management safety improvements.  

Residents complain of tyre damage to vehicles, cyclists report having 
to dismount and use pavements and elderly and infirm pedestrians 
talk of their fear of falling.   

This Council urges Essex County Council to meet its responsibilities 
by  

a) immediately prioritising road repairs to residential streets in 
Harlow; 
 

b) timely commencement of traffic calming schemes which would 
improve Harlow residents’ safety.  
 

c) ensuring the allocation of its road repair budget to reflect the 
higher density of usage in Harlow compared to other parts of 
the County. 

 The motion was carried. 
 
 

b) Consultation Process on Draft Local Plan 
 
Proposed by Councillor Andrew Johnson, seconded by Councillor Joel 
Charles: 
 

This Council believes that Harlow residents should be able 
to have their say on the town's new Local Plan. Full Council 
recognises the significant number of changes to the proposals set out 
in the draft Local Plan since the original consultation in 2014 and the 
need to allow residents to comment further on the 
revised development strategy. This Council calls on the 
Administration to open the draft Local Plan to another full 
consultation process as set out under Regulation 18 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012. 

 
The motion was lost. 
 
 

55. REFERENCES FROM CABINET AND COMMITTEES 
 

a) Referral from Licensing Committee - Driver Licensing: Driving 
Standards Testing Arrangements 
 
The Council received a report from Licensing Committee which asked that it 
approves the following: 



 
(i)  the taxi driver licensing conditions be revised, such that applicants 

must have satisfactorily completed a taxi driver test as described 
in paragraph 4 of the original report (delivered by The Blue Lamp 
Trust, IAM Roadsmart or Drivetech) before being licensed for the 
first time by the Council; 

  

(ii) alternative appropriate providers of the ‘taxi driving test’ be 
considered should they materialise in the future; 

  

(iii) the driving standards testing arrangements be reviewed in one 
year’s time. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Jon Clempner (seconded by Councillor Maggie 
Hulcoop): 
  

RESOLVED that the above recommendations are approved. 
 
 
 

b) Referral from Licensing Committee - Standard Driver Licensing 
Conditions Regarding Offences 
 
The Council received a report from Licensing Committee which asked that it 
approves the following: 
 

(i) the revised standard licence condition, as set out in Appendix 
2 of the original report, (clarifying the private hire drivers’ 
obligation to the Council to report details of accidents, criminal 
investigations and convictions) be approved; 

 
(ii) in the interests of consistency, licence condition requirements 

for both private hire and Hackney Carriage trades be 
harmonised as far as is practicable. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Jon Clempner (seconded by Councillor Karen 
Clempner): 
  

RESOLVED that the above recommendations are approved. 
 
 
 

c) Referral from Audit & Standards Committee - Auditors Appointment 
 
The Council received a report from Audit & Standards Committee which 
asked that it approves the following: 
 

(i)    Harlow Council participates in the national procurement 
process led by   Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited 
(PSAA) for the appointment of its external auditors; 



  

(ii)  delegated authority be granted to the Head of Finance, as the 
Council’s statutory officer under Section 151 of the Local 
Government Act 1972, to give notice formally of the Council’s 
intention to opt in to the PSAA procurement exercise. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Jon Clempner (seconded by Councillor Karen 
Clempner): 
  

RESOLVED that the above recommendations are approved. 
 
 
 

d) Referral from Cabinet - Treasury Management Strategy Statement 
2016/17: Mid-Year Review 
 
The Council received a report from Cabinet which asked that it approves the 
following: 
 

i) the mid-year review of the Treasury Management Strategy, which    
accompanied the original report as Appendix A is considered. 
  

ii) the individual counterparty limit for unsecured investments with 
institutions having long-term ratings of ‘A’ and higher be increased 
from £2million to £4million with immediate effect, such that Table 2 
of the 2016/17 Treasury Management Strategy Statement is 
amended (as shown in paragraph 23 of Appendix A) to increase the 
relevant individual counterparty limits. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Jon Clempner (seconded by Councillor Mike 
Danvers): 
  

RESOLVED that the above recommendations are approved. 
 
 
 

e) Referral from Cabinet - Local Council Tax Support Scheme 2017/18 
 
The Council received a report from Cabinet which asked that it approves the 
following: 
 

i)          the amendments set out in recommendations ii, iii and iv in 
respect of the 2017/18 Local Council Tax Support Scheme are 
approved. 

  
ii)         the 2017/18 Local Council Tax Support Scheme is amended as 

follows: 
  

a)   reduce the period for which a person can be absent from 
Great Britain and still receive Council Tax Support to 4 
weeks 



  
b)   remove the element of a Work Related Activity Component 

in the calculation of the current scheme for new Employment 
and Support Allowance applicants 

  
c)   remove entitlement to the Severe Disability Premium where 

another person is paid Universal Credit (Carers Element) to 
look after them 

  
iii)        The proposal to remove the Family Premium in calculating an 

award of Local Council Tax Support is deferred for a further 12 
months. 
  

iv)        The proposal to limit the number of dependent children within 
the calculation for Council Tax Support to a maximum of two is 
deferred for 12 months. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Jon Clempner (seconded by Councillor Mike 
Danvers): 
  

RESOLVED that the above recommendations are approved. 
 
 

56. REPORTS FROM OFFICERS  

 
None. 
 
 

57. MINUTES OF CABINET AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS  

 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the following meetings are noted. 

 
 

a) Minutes of meeting Thursday, 13 October 2016 of Cabinet 
 

b) Minutes of meeting Tuesday, 18 October 2016 of Scrutiny Committee 
 

c) Minutes of meeting Wednesday, 2 November 2016 of Development 
Management Committee 
 

d) Minutes of meeting Thursday, 10 November 2016 of Cabinet 
 

e) Minutes of Meeting Tuesday, 22 November 2016 of Licensing 
Committee 
 

f) Minutes of Meeting Wednesday, 23 November 2016 of Audit & 
Standards Committee 
 
 
 



58. MATTERS OF URGENT BUSINESS  

 
None. 
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Agenda item 6 refers 
 
1. Mr H Hoad, Greenhills, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the 

Council  
 
Harlow residents are being consulted on proposals to build new homes in the 
town centre. The Leader has stated in the chamber that no new social 
housing will be built in the near future. Can the Leader advise what 
percentage of the new homes in the town centre will be for people on the 
Council’s waiting list? 

 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 
 
My remarks about Social Housing specifically related to the Council building 
houses, following Central Government’s complete reversal on commitments 
around rent levels and the negative effect that had on the Housing Revenue 
Account’s 30 year business plan. Despite this the Council is actively exploring 
alternative funding arrangements to build Council houses at some point in the 
future. 
 
In terms of the plans for the town centre that Addington Capital are consulting 
on, while the Council’s policy is that 35% of major developments should be 
affordable, recent Central Government changes to Viability rules limit the 
Council’s ability to insist on set percentages of Affordable and Social Housing. 
 
At the present time the Council does not now know the percentage of homes 
that will be affordable and available to people from Harlow’s housing list.  The 
percentage of affordable housing will be discussed and agreed during the 
planning process.  However, it is the affordable housing provider, in 
consultation with the housing department that nominate people from the 
waiting list. 
 

2. Mr H Hoad, Greenhills, to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the 
Council  
 
What steps is the Council taking to ensure that bus services provided 
throughout Harlow, as well as to and from Harlow, are provided more 
frequently and with a greater variety of routes in order to provide better 
coverage for all areas of Harlow? 
 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 

 
Following the deregulation of bus services by Central Government some 
years ago, Harlow Council has no direct input or control with regards to bus 
services in Harlow and beyond.  Operators run services on a commercial 
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basis with any vulnerable services operated under the direction of Essex 
County Council.  As a member of the Bus Users Group the Council of course 
involves itself in the quality of bus provision in Harlow Council. 
 

3. Ms R Drewett, Bishopsfield to Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the 
Council 

 
I have been coming to most of the Council meetings concerning the Square. 
In the last one all of the Councillors were asked if they were in favour of 
helping to save The Square. The answer was a unanimous yes. A vast 
amount of time has passed and the club in on the verge of closing.  
 
The Square has been a great influence on my life as well as others. It’s a 
place where people from all ages, all backgrounds and all ethnicities can 
come together for one purpose, to enjoy music. Many events for young 
people happen at the Square, such as; the live wire band, rock school and the 
future of the next generation's music. That isn’t a lie. Some of you may know 
of Pixie Lott, she is a great influence in the music industry. She started off as 
a rock school member, which takes place at the Square. Our generation is 
glued to our phones, but the one thing that can take us out of one world and 
into another is music. Therefore I’d like to ask what the Council has been 
doing in order to help save the Square?  
 
Reply from Councillor Jon Clempner, Leader of the Council 
 
Harlow Council has worked actively with the Square and Circle Housing 
Group (now Clarion Housing Group) to try to identify suitable alternative 
accommodation for the venue. A number of buildings have been reviewed, 
some owned by the Council and some in private ownership. Unfortunately as 
a result of many different factors the Square Management did not feel any 
that were suitable or met their aspirations, either because of location, size, 
financial viability, or a combination of all three of these issues, and options for 
the relocation are extremely limited.  
 
One such proposal involved co –locate in the Playhouse with independent 
studies undertaken to evaluate how this might work in practice. However the 
Square felt this proposal was unsuitable and its conversion was not financially 
viable.  
 
During 2016 two further meetings have taken place between the Council and 
the representatives of the Square the first being in late spring 2016 following 
which the Council made arrangements for a representative from Norfolk & 
Waveney Enterprise Services (NWES) to provide support to the Square to 
develop its business plan.  The Council has also discussed the benefits of the 
Square changing its company structure so it can attract other funding streams 
and grants currently not accessible to the company. This is for the Square to 
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pursue and not something the Council can provide any further support 
towards. 
 
A second meeting took place in October following the appeal decision and the 
Council actively challenged the owners of the site, Circle/Clarion housing on 
behalf of the Square regarding comments made by the Planning Inspector at 
the appeal of the planning decision specifically in relation to the support 
offered to help the venue relocate.  At that meeting the Square did advise that 
a suitable new location had been identified (albeit one that it had previously 
rejected), but required funding to upgrade parts of the building.  We are 
awaiting the Square management getting back with specific proposals and 
them exploring possible sources of funding. 
 
Once the Square management have decided what their preferred course of 
action is, and the support they are looking for from the Council this of course 
will be taken into consideration, but there are obviously limits on the level of 
any financial support that the Council could give, both in terms of the 
significant year on year Central Government cuts to Council funding, and the 
legal constraint on the Council providing financial support to privately owned 
and operated organisations. We will do what we can to work with other 
groups and organisations so if the Square does regrettably decide not to 
continue we will not lose the legacy around new music that inspires young 
people.  
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